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First Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
World Council Established 
At the Plenary Session on Monday Morning,August 23rd, (see E.P.S. 


No.34.) Dr.Visser't Hooft presented the report of the Provisional Commitee 
from which we quote as follows 


"There are other Churches which have declined the invitation to 
join in tho setting up of this Council. we rejoice in the presence of 
official delegates of several historic holy Orthodox and other astern 
Churches. But we are keenly avare of the absense of several great Eastem 
Orthodox Churches. The Provisional Committee had made it as elear as 
possible to the Orthodox Church of Russia that its full participation 
would be welcome. And certain communications received from that Church 
made us hopeful that a favourable decision would be taken. But the 
recent meeting in Moscow decided otherwise. A resolution was adopted 
which describes our movement as a body which is not really conccrned 
with the unity of the Church but rather with the gaining of political 
and social influence. The Conference declared therefore that the Orthodox 
Churches represented in it were not able to participate in the ecumenical 
movement in its present from. A commmication from the Patriarchate of 
Moscow adds that this does not mean that the Church is not interested 
in the activities of the ecumenical movement and expresses the hope that 
the Patriarchate will be kept informed about the work of the World Cound. 
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"Special reference should also be made to the Roman Catholic 
Church. Since the Provisional Committee was fully aware of the reasons 
why that Church would not participate in the ecumenical movement, it 
was not invited to send official delegates to the first Assembly. But 
in the very early stage of preparations, in 1949, it was decided to 
inform the Holy See of the plans which were being made. In view of the 
nany inquirics received from Roman Catholics»the Provisional Committee 
decided in 1947 to invite a limited number of unofficial R.C.observers 
to attend the Assembly., But although many of the persons invited ex- 
pressed the strong desire to be at Amsterdam and that with the knowlcdge 
of their immediate superiors, the Holy Office decided in June that 
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permission to go to Amsterdam would not be granted to anybody. This 
decision is all the more regrettable since in recent years many Roman 
Catholic priests and laymen have shown a very deep understanding of 
the purposes and character of our movement. In fact the interest which 
individual Roman Catholics have shown in this Assembly and which has 
expressed itself in requests for invitations, in articles and in per- 
sonal visits, has been one of the most striking features of tho period 
of preparation. It romains to be seen whether the "veto' of the Holy 
Office means in fact that this new and more hopeful approach is impli- 
citly condermed or whether there is a possibility for continued con- 
versation, From the point of wiew of the World Council we must hope 


and pray that real opportunities for fruitful contact may remain in 
existence," 


At the end of this meeting the \iorld Council of Churches was 
officially constituted by an unanimous vote. 


God's Design 


Not a Marshal Plan 

In a challenging and provocative address Professor Karl Barth 
of Basle (in the presence of Princess Juliann and Prince Bernard) on 
Monday, August 24 brought the Asserbly face to face with deep issues. 
"Should we not come to the clear understanding", he asked, “that by 
'God'sDesign' is really meant His plan; that is His already come, 
Victorious, already founded Kingdom in all its majesty - our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has already robbed sin and death, the devil and hell of 
their power, and already vindicated divine and human justice in [lis 
own person? That by 'Godls Design! is therefore not meant tho existence 
of the Church in the world, its task in relation to the world's disorder 
its outward and inward activity as an instrument for the amelioration 
of human life, or finally the result of this activity in the Christia- 
nization of all humanity and connected with this, the setting up of 
an order of justice and peace embracing our whole planet? That therefore 
by ‘God's Design! is not moant.something liko a Christian Marshal Plan?" 
Moan not an Atlas 

"I do not wish to weaken the earnestness, the goodwill and the 
hopes that have brought us here, but only to base them on their proper 
foundation, when I now say: We ought to give up, even on this first 
dey of our deliberations, every thought that the care of the Church 
the caro of the world, is our care. burdened with this thought, we 
should straighten out nothing, we should only increaso disorder in 
Church and world still more. For just this is the final root and ground 
of all human disordor; the dreadful, godless, ridiculous opinion that 
mun is the Atlas who is destined to bear the dome of heaven on his 
shoulders." 


Proof of Freedom 

"What we can and ought to do in these days is simply this : we 
must be a proof ' in spirit and in power’. of how it is when a thousand 
Christians from all lands and peoples, of all tongues and confessions 
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mathered together in one congregation under present prevailing conditions 
stand by what they have so often heard and preached, in their several 
positions and various styles. ‘Commit thy way unto the Lord end trust 
Him, and He will bring it to pass.' Must we not be willing to stand 


by it, thus giving the proof of the freedom which is bestowed upon us 
O48 4 congregation of Jesus Christ?" 


God's Word 
Noe ure 


"ill over the world people are cherishing the hope that 
at this Assembly a word may be spoken to the desperate 


need of the nations. If so, it must be God's word, and 
not ours," 


This was the declaration of Professor C.H.Dodd of Cambridge, nghnd's 
renowned Biblical scholar, at the Plenary Session of the Assembly, "The 
word of God“in the Scriptures", he said, "does not come by way of dialo- 


gue. It is a conversation. We can best came to terms with it by joining 
in the conversation," 


"Human nature in us is what it always was. We wrestle with the 
word, in company with His people in the past, until the grace and truth 
of God break through. Always, all through that moving dialogue and drama 
God is addressing us and asking for our response — a response which in 
the nature of things must be in action and not in words = the act of 
faith und obedience." 


"In our time God addresses His people, as always in events He 
speaks especially, it would appear, in great historical crises which 
stir men our of complacency and inertia. It is no light or agreeable 
thing to hear the word of the Lord. It never was. It is a word of 
judgment. If we hear the word of God in this Assembly, we shal]. most 
cortainly be judged by it. Wo are all implicated in a sinful situation. 
48 we cannot contract out of its disagreeable and menacing consequences, 
so we cannot disasscciate ourselves fran the sinful causes that led up 
tonite 


"One thing we as Christians can do for our distressed world is to 
accept our responsibility, and submit our wholo way of life, realisti- 
cally and intelligently, to the criticism of His word in the Scriptures, 
which is explicit and pointed enough." 


State Reccption 


In the beautiful setting of the Rijksmuseum galleries the Nether- 
lands Government offered hospitality to the World Council of Churches on 
Monday evening. The delegates wore received by the Minister of Justice. 
By a happy coincidence the splendid permanent collection of the Ri jks- 
museum was augmented by a collection of pictures from the Pinakothek 
at Munich. In the spacious galleries delegates were able to mix freely 
and large groups were admiring Rembrandt's magnificent 'Nachtwache? in 
oll its freshened splendour. 
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Worship is History 


Worship is history, according to Professor Dodd at the Assembly's 
first Plenary Session. To contemplate "Christ in His coming - His words 
and deeds, His death and resurrection - we are in the presence of the 
whole history of our redemption, To bring us into the presence of these 
evangelical facts is a prime aim of Christian worship because it is in 
them that God has revealed Himself as supremely worshipful". Assembly 
worship is so planned to rehoarse the drama of our redomption, leading 
to the Great Sacrament of Holy Communion, Morning by morning in the 
Kopelkerk the pattern of Christian worship unfolds, providing for dole- 
gates an experience of fellowship in Christ, and a vision of the cor- 
porate worship which each separate chrch has discovered and developed. 


Assembly News 


Orders for Assembly News can be received at the book stall (price 
per 100 copies: 10 American dollars; Est. 2.10; 40 Swiss Francs). 
Asserbly News will make valuable propasanda material for use in your 
home churches. Bound copies will be available for distribution early 
in October. 


: KOK 
Assembly gets down to work 


Speeches, however moving and important, do not make the policy and 
practice of the Christian Church, or provide it with that sense of 


comprehcnsive consulation which is so vital in the construction of a 
world fellowship. 


So it is right that the Assembly should move from the platform to 
the study, from the considered statement, delivered for all the delegates 
to hear, to the more spontaneous conversation of the selections rnd 
committees where the Assenbly theme is opened up under the four main 
headings : The Universal Church in God's Design, The Church's Witness to 


God's Design, The Church and the Disorder of Society and The Church an4 
Internutional Disorder 


This serious conversation between the Churches of the world is a 
new experience for most delegates. Here is tne werid Church- 19 s) 197 
as it can be given visible representation - exposing the besic “ccsrlies 
of the Christian faith to debate in the sharp light of man's mouern 
situation with all the hardened problems of human life in evidence. 


As "Assembly News" has surveyed tho sections and listenod in to the 
whole range of discussions it has been convinced that this organized 
attempt to bring about a “conversion t> a common mind in Christ" among 
the members of the Asserbly is an event of primary significance for the 
future life and fellowship of the Churches. Delegates may take home a 
mass of paper and porsonel notes, but unless they also take nome the 
warmth of these encounters and share in the discipline of the "mind in 
Christ" they have not ¢ontributed their offerings to the up-building of 
the world Church, 
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This ecumenical debate is often a wearying and seemingly unproduct= 
ive process. But it 1s part of the discipline of the whole church and 
only through this discipline can a common mind be evolved which all 
Christian men will recognise and be loyal to,Amsterdam is a contribution 
to this process which must be continued increasingly at the level of 
national snd local CYurches. 


Queen's Moessare 


The following message was read to the Assembly on Tuesday afternoon 
by Dr.W.A.Visser't Hooft, general secretary. 


"Her Majesty, the Queen of the Netherlands, has requosted me to 
inform you that owing to the circumstances thut the dates of this 
Assembly coincide with the preparation for her Jubilee, it is impossible 
for her hajesty to give at the present moment such attention to the 
Assembly as she would desire to have given, since she follows the work 
of this Assembly with very deep interest". 


Dulles Calls for Creative Leadership 


"We are not here merely for a single inspiring experience. Rather 
we are here to create a world organization that will go on working 
daily to mobilize Christian power to break dovm the walls of division", 
aeclared John Foster Dulles,U.S.A., in his addross on Tuesday, August 24 
He emphasized the fact that the walls of division must be broken down 
both within Christendom itself and among the nations of the world. 


muman Rights 

Mr.Dulles called for the avplication of the moral law in the attempt 
to solve our modern problems. "No political or social system should pre- 
vail unless it is the means whereby men arse consciously trying to bring 
conduct into accord with moral law and to enlarge the opportunity of men 
to exercise their human rights and fundsmental freedom." 


Communism, he said, fails at this point. "Marxien communism is 
atheistic and materialistic. Its leaders reject the concept of moral law. 
There is, says Stalin, no such thing as ‘eternal justice’; laws are 
merely the means whereby those in power carry out their will, and human 
beings have no rights that are God given and therefore not subject to 
be taken away by man". How can these two great divisions of thought 
live togethor in the samo world? 


Mr. Dulles, while believing that under certain conditions collective 
force might be applied through the United Nations, feels that Communism 
ennnot be overcome by force. “It would be wrong and stupid to use violave 
4n order to convince people that violence ought not to be used". 


Beyond Divisions 

Professor J.L.Hromadka of Prague, at the same session, said, "The 
Church of Christ had got to go beyond the present national, political 
and ‘block! divisions. She cannot, if she be loyal to her mission, 
identify herself with any group of people. She sees more clearly (or 
ought to see more clearly) than any statesman, politician or philosopher 
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where present humanity finds itself. Without illusions and self 
deception she is aware of the terrific dangers present at the bottom 
of the Western and the Eastern heart. "There exist movements and ten- 
dencies which understand under liberty and justice something very 
cifferent from what we in the east understand by them. There are 
people who in the name of freedom sre backing groups responsi blo for 
the break dow of freedom and democracy. 


"The Church of Christ being free of illusion and of cheap 
optimism, is equally free of hysteria, panic and despair. She summons 
all of her members, and indirectly, the people beyond her boundaries, 
to start from the bottom and to work for a new order. There is no 
real freedom, no real justice without a total submission to Him who 
has come to give us life and give it more abundantly". 


* ** * 


All addresses in the Concertgebouw, the meeting place of the 
assembly, are being translated into English, French and German (the 
official languages of the Assembly) by means of an IBM short-wave 
radio simultaneous translation system. 1,500 sets have been provided. 
The only trouble is that due to a duplication in wave lengths the 
delegates are likely to turn in jazz slong with a most solemm speech. 


Youth Speaks 


"Praise to the Lord! The Almighty, the King of creationt" sung 

by the Youth section of the World Council of Churches opened its 
meetings prior to the opening of the General Assembly. The first 
meetings on August 20 and 21 were for the purpose of mapping out 
work and responsibilities for the two weeks of the Assembly. The 
two days also hdped to give orientation assistance to the youth 
delegates. The introduction of delegates at the opening meeting of 
the youth section showed that every continent and practically every 
nation were represented. Only the Churches of Russia and Japan did 
not send delegates to the youth section. 

Worship for the opening session was led by the Rev.P.Fagel, 
youth secretary of the Durch Reformed Church. Miss Joan I'raser, 
secretary of the youth department of the World Council, Mlle Madeleine 
Barot, president, youth department of the World Council, D.T.Niles, 
minister of a Methodist church in Ceylon and secretary of the district 
synod, and William Keyes, secretary of the youth department of the 
World Council in New York City, served as a panel presenting necessary 
information and guidance to the youth delegates. 


Bishop Berggrav's famous statement "To be a Christian to-day is 

a dangerous thing" set the tenor for the plans for work undertaken by 
the youth section. Firday, August 27, a plenary section was held by 

the youth delegates, in which groups presented the results of their 
studies concerning reconstruction, student exchanges, relationships 
with other departments of the World Council, work camps, leadership 
training, public relations and publicity, and World Council of 
Youth Commission dealings concerning their constitution, third world 
conference programme, budget, staff. 
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Youth delegates began to prasp the scope of their representation 
when area reports cf youth activities and needs wero given of Africa, 


latin America, Greece, Ms United States, Asia and the Philippines. 
* * 


Christionn Witness To-day 


: The first Public Meeting of the Assembly was held in the Concert 
Hall Thursday evening, August 26, with the Archbishop of Upsala in 

the chair. It was a gathering which expressed the Christian concern 
for the world. Pastor Martin NiemSller, Germany, M.Philippe Maury, 
France, Prof.John Baillie, Britain, and Miss Sarah Chakko, India, 

were the speekers. 


"It is as men have observed the characteristic sesponse of 
Christians to the totality of our human situation," Dr.Baillie 
pointed out, "how they disciplined their private lives, how they 
conducted their households, how they behaved towards their neigh= 
bours, how they faced the blows of fortune and met the last enemy, 
and the relation in which they stood to the Great Power that rules 
over all... that they come under conviction of the truth of the 
Christian faith". The trouble is that not enough Christians live 
their faith. "They have been content to protest their belief when 
they ought to have ecemplified it. They have argued for the truth of 
their faith when they ought to have been living witnesses to it", 
Dr.Baillie said. 


M. Maury also maintained that too few Christians are witnesses 
of the Christian Gospel. "Witnessing is just what we have not done 
and what we are not doing. We have only to look at the world to 
realize the vastness of our field of action and the ridiculous in- 
competence of our efforts; we have only to look at ourselves to be 
assured that, far from having announced to the world that Jesus 
Christ is its Lord, we have not been able to convince ourselves of 
that fact." M, Maury emphasized the point that in Christ we have 
a triumphant Saviour who has overcome the world. In Him is our hope e 
"aA refusal to believe in the inevitability of war, to resign our- 
selves to injustice, to be content with an easy scepticism, those 
are some ways of telling of our hope as well as in preaching Jesus 
Christ in so many words. Only one thing matters: to remember that 
He alone is our hope and that apart from Him there is only failure 
despair and death", M.Maury concluded. 


Pastor Niemdller, after reviewing the disorder of the world and 
the "bankruptcy" which has overtaken the Christian Church, declared 
that it "is beyond our power to restore order to this chaotic world. 
We Christians cannot and must not dissociate ourselves from this 
universal confusion and thus awaken false hopes. We are called to 
reflection, nay, to repentance. We have indeed a message for the 
world. But it is not our message. It is God's message which we are 
to speak, the witness of Christ, the message of the Cross, This 
message comprehends the dignity of human life, but not a dignity 
which we have and possess, which we claim as a right. The message 
entrusted to us says that God in His incomprehensible mercy, as 


a - “GES Ss tet ¢ 


PP bs Os Caer ye u > 2 Cag we, sroprt worepaied ea. ey 


(eth Te reety vers etaee be Debt hetecenee SS areqyr ened Si i 


sulle (stat eer fre ted revels Re beay ete “‘phoetD exicenl ne 
oe 6 a 
a) 
oT neete lh op ltatet a 
: DP sg LL 
: a | a - Ps Ge bet A . =! a Pe ge get hoes 4lt4% ican —. : _ J 
ff eine-T 25 coieicoré wed cttw CS dace ,eaboere thew? Link: 


Seechee ret hilce] off Seceettes Aobve gobueties a caw 27 than age 
aveae® wgciiia?.< , ume “ £% obit? aotect . fist ot? TOR 
Seibel , nue’? drce® watt dor .cletied sil ltet afol test jeonecs 

. ; 64 ee g A oes | 7 


S@ auvorrss ST 7e)e0? RHP RA e735 Per sicn v? dws =o uf 27” - 
eeTe1e4. 40 * re tisatis carat sre 3 si leo? edt oF acyitagie? 

en4e me ,eertl otevio) «12 efr-ten? is sooth = acai” ,@00 Sesdiog 

=45564 206° abimod Sevsts Gad? oxi , eblomvessh siat? fugepioce 


Soup Chal G48. Pee don o@chest tu ernit at) Inout qade wnt etOt 
pewter Sat) =seyt tee0) @! wt hbosee Gielitetor al arrictes: Gate) tar 
ere We Seees 08 + sPafvony wabew Geer yees 204% «0s 116 OTS : 

ST O@as Ghelsalwe? Jaecee eon fede at elevcet wT "Ketel (eesgaiut 
Bay DSerses cledy socvee: ineinen @wl ernt yadi* .driet <taws 
ese wis « basso etme coc? .¢t Geld teeeese oral Of téure Fae 
"65 68 GéGaeire 4 Ll ew rad of Piss Wek eice 4tixct sles? 
oties sLitial.7as 


Pw One 264i fefa- of: oot *2¢) beulsiclas Ocia Geet) 
J BIR GS bo Pest «) atieave:(s" ,'ajew Syke ene SS 
Ot 4.25) £z? i@ , €@ae os ‘ ect) (o5-emw Om gare S56 
meee 223 G58 §@ <ifpbe bo Siett wr - emettssw ett sakiset S 
Sere a Sp Geto? ein erat oF (erect ty see So. Giesvegets | 
ees SANE 6S ) @ Scenes acirer 227i <8 ,fe4r perso 
ime POEs O00 6H) WS: ' ihe eval doo epee ct , od eth el paletde 


en = 20j<05- as § t2tex wt Sucicatigne Trial ”. teat beat 
[10° €i. 20) 22 2° © wi? coors? eet ooo crite domi? «@ 
~Lae mateet 6) geen 2: cil iidediveant-wl af oval visite 2" : 
a ites yates or Sty Ge>tom oi ce saltenial a? ¢eelsa 
eae 2 oC 7 oo @7td aw fe Loki 9S Gpew eaters: 
ma Seer GP .ecei ion pci? aren cic whee wos ce cf fa)ase 
SerLas “ree. 3e Gree? ait 7 @2tayp épne 2 eget ayy &) Sooig. a 
» Seles LA tre: eimai ¢"ateed hoa simpend . 
A 
2 Ort of4 to-o6Geenith Gh) geiae ives tocte Parppalie wtt iar - 
=StI93 2). Cae? eal ete GF cesesorhy,. Om ite ae Sees 
tw steel) aids St tele evcteus of toner toight ate 9E Seas 
: ct) sésfrew lied tne alt Jos peom Lun fonaita «fat fernic } 
7 412 ie ©) Veeyts C86) oevewe lt Rne potetoon & eteiad 
by Da e } se 4 i 
nun anes thee Sake cee aie 
re : A. opnown 7s out wf it ome 
' a ae err. ,gteieii? 2 


ss 


7 


SLi 


ty 9 


- 2 tis (esi guna, *s ‘Sinai’ ong 
: ; wells © Rm etel> =f Baten, 
: . ee: ee 


_ ; — = _ 


Nr. 35/36 - September 2,1948 - 8- 235 


revealed in Christ, has bestowed on us a dignity to which we are not 
in any way entitled - which enables us in the midst of a chaotic 
world that is clearly rushing to disaster, to live as men and women 
yes as children of God, wherever and whenever we rely in faith @ 
His promise. While we do not have a programne of salvation for the 
world, this does not mean that Christians should not render, in so 
fur as possible, deeds of mercy" Dr.Niemdller declared. 


"It is true, we cannot realize the right order of society, because 
such a thing does not exist in this decaying world," Niemdller main- 
tained: "Neither can we establish permanent peace and abolish war, 
just as we cannot get rid of conflict and muréer in individual human 
life. But it is still our duty to work for better social orders and 
conditions, and to work seriously for the abolition of war. For 
Christ's sake we have to bear witness that God is the God of justice 
and. peace, that He does not want chaos and war, that the Church 
therefore cannot tolerate the conditions of this world, especially 
because it looks for help to God alone, and not to itself". Dr.Nie - 
moller closed withthe words: "We are woary of our ow ways; we all 
have reason to doubt our ow powers and to despair. but for that 
very reason we are called afresh to proclaim the great deeds of God 
and to make the Christian message heard and seen in the world." 


*x* * X* 


Woman To-Day 


Two cheers broke out early in the life of the Assembly when the 
place of women and the place of laymen in the Church were mentioned. 
Women attending the World Council had already had the advantage of 
being present at a pre-Assembly conference at Baarn. There is ob- 
viously a deepening sense of the Biblical foundation of men's nd 
women's relationships. Professor Barth directed the Women's Comnittee 
to this point. Men and women have each separate contributions to 
offer and also a mutual contribution. Secular society is undoubtedly 
ahead of the Church in the use it makes of the contrihution of women. 
Many women in the Assembly feel that the World Council must secure 
more adequate help from women on its major committees. The Church 
must make women feel that their scrvices are really wanted, and that 
when offered they will be fully and adequately used. The problems of 
status, salaries and pensions must be faced. 


Women on their side should take opportunities as they arise and 
should expect to undergo a thorough training as is required for compa~ 
rable professions. Millions of women in the intellectual, professional 
and industrial groups have lost all touch with the Church. Many feel 
the Church has no place for their particular gifts. The Cnourch must 
use this great untapped reservoir of ability and devotion. 

x OK OK 
Alternates Meet 

Running alongside the main sections and committees of the offi- 
cial Assembly are the Alternates! sections and committees which prov 
vide an additional contribution to the stream of ecumenical debate. 


o ual 


ae Feros 
=cy Q@375T 
a | 


SENSE 
tivo" ets 
adh? eg 


Nr. 35/36 - September 2,1948 - 9 - 236 


As all Alternates are present at the Plenary Sessions and participate 
in all the main events the two divisions are kept together, and it is 
already clear that the Alternate contributions are going to be highly 
relevant when the Assembly's Message is prepared. Another advantage 

in the purely practical arrangements of the Alternates' sections is 
the smaller groups they provide for. One section manages to get into 
the Koepelkerk vestry and another sat in a circle in a Y.M.C.A.room. 
This makes for closer debate and conversation and saves the Alternates" 
sections and committees from becoming pitches for speech making. The 
desire to make speeches noticed in Delegates’ sections 1s absent from 
the Alternates' meetings. But the samo problem remains - how to secure 
in a short time immediate contacts in fellowship and speech so that 
the preliminary barriors are quickly disposed of. 


By means of the Alternates’ attendance at Amsterdam the World 
Council secures the contribution of some 900 people to the ecumenical 
debate and manages also to balance out the life of the Assembly and 
SO save it from age and overplus of officialdom. 


OK OK 


Mr. Charles P.laft, President of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America, presented 8,000 Dutch Gospels of St.John to one 
thousand Amsterdam children last Wednesday afternoon at a special 
ceremony at the Oude Kerk. They were a gift of New York's Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible Schools. Each Gospel enclosed the name, age and address of 
a New York child, with the request, "Write me and tell me about the 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches." 


* K * 


Amsterdam is "all dressed up" for the Assembly. This is due to 
the Jubilee celebration. Flags, lights on the canals, and special de- 
corations add to the attractiveness of the city. 


* K * 


Religious films are being shown daily to non-accredited visitors. 
Church World Service films are "The Road We Walk" and "Seeds of Des- 
tiny". Other presentations are "Faith Triumphant", "The Home", "Oslo 

1947", "Day's Work", all by Religious Films Ltd., and "Hungry Minds” by 
' the National Film Board of Canada. 


* * 


Various national delegations have had meetings, including the 
French and German delegations. It is hoped to arrange mutual private 


consultations. 
x * 


Confessional groups have held "family gatherings" - the Metho~ 
dists needing the small Concert Hall for theirs. The Congregationalist 
are visiting historic "Pilgrim Fathers" sites in Amsterdam an Leyden. 


* * 


All delegates are commentingon the astonishing feat of organiza- 
tion performed by the Geneva staff of the World Council in organizing 
the Assembly with all its intricate range of meetings. The Amsterdam 


Committee for local arrangements, too, works with astonishing effici- 
ency . E.P,S.Geneva 
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